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Kansas Rural Schools

Of Kansas’ 286 school districts, 207 are rural as defined by the U.S. 
Department of  Education. They are shown here in dark blue. The rest are 
classified as town, suburban or urban school districts.



“Strong schools depend on teachers –
teachers who care about children,  
who are knowledgeable about their 
practice and community, who build 
relationships and shared-goals with 
families, who see their work as 
connecting to the community.”

“Thriving teachers find satisfaction and 
joy in their work as they…impact their 
classroom and community.”



Part one – Rural Context

1. Becoming a Rural Teacher

2. Social Justice and Rural Communities

3. Understanding Rural Places

4. Why Place Matters



Part two – Thriving in Rural 
Communities
5. Rural Literacies

6. Understanding Strengths and Assets in Rural Communities

7. Families as Partners in Rural Communities

8. From Here or Away:  Relating to Students



Part Three – Thriving in Rural Schools

9. Building Professional Networks in Rural Schools

10. Policy and the Rural Teacher

11.Responding to Trauma

12. Multi-Grade Teaching



Part Four – Thriving in Rural Classrooms

13.Place-Conscious Instruction

14. Technology for Learning in the Rural Classroom

15. Diversity in the Rural Classroom

16. Teaching Exceptional Learners in Rural Classrooms

17. Evidence in the Rural Classroom

18. Teaching as Inquiry:  What works in Rural Classroom

19. Thriving as a Rural Teacher



Defining your Purpose:  What do you 
believe
1. Beliefs about being a rural educator:  Who are you?

2. Beliefs about rural schools and communities: Where will you 
teach?

3. Beliefs about rural students: Whom will you teach?

4. Beliefs about instruction in rural classrooms:  How will you 
teach?

5. Beliefs about relationships with rural partners:  How will 
you make connections?



Write a Philosophy Statement

• Describes what you believe are the one or two most essential 
qualities needed for rural learners

• Describes how you will foster these qualities as a rural 
teacher

• Discuss how your purpose is particularly important for rural 
classrooms



For Discussion

Reflect on you experience of place as a young student.  Do you 
identify as having grown up rural, not rural or somewhere in 
between? 



If you Grew up rural

• What are the characteristics you would use to describe your 
rural upbringing?

• Were you conscious of this identity as a child or did you 
become aware of this identity at a later point in your life?

• Did you believe other rural people lived as you did?

• How did your rural identity make you feel?  (proud. Lucky, 
ashamed)

• In what ways do you now identify with a rural identity?



If you grew up not rural

• Were you aware of rural places that were different from 
where you lived?  Do you recall thinking about rural places?

• How did you learn about rural places?  (TV, books, visiting)

• What did those sources teach you about rural places?

• Describe any experiences throughout your life that 
complicated your perspective of rural places?

• In what ways do you relate to rural places or people now?



If you grew up somewhere in between

• Describe how your upbringing has shaped your 
understanding of rurality and rural people and places>  Use 
the questions for rural and not rural to help shape your 
response.



For Discussion

• Axiology is the study of ethics and aesthetics, asking: What is good, true, and beautiful?  How do 
you value rural places?  How will you situate your own instruction in a rural place in ways that you will 
defend as “good” teaching?  What do you know and believe and value about rural schools and 
communities?  Complete the sentence starts below.

1. I want to teach in a rural school because…
2. My favorite things about a rural community are …
3. Some of the challenges in my rural community include…
4. There are stereo types about rural places because …
5. I am from (away/here) and expect that to help me because…
6. I am from (away/here) and expect that to be a challenge because…
7. My action as a teacher are political because…

• As you discuss these questions, are you able to articulate why exactly you want to teach in a rural 
place?  Are you honest about what makes you most excited and most worried?  Are you able to 
consider the complicated histories of rural places to think through rural stereotypes?  Importantly, can 
your group discuss what it means to “teach for social justice” in rural communities? (pg. 261)



For Discussion

For this exercise, write a defense of, or a dissent from, the following statements:

1. Place matters to rural students and should be an integral way of thinking 
about teaching in rural places.

2. Rural literacies are part and parcel of rural community membership.

3. Rural students are diverse in myriad ways.

4. Rural students deserve equal opportunity to achieve.

5. Rural students should learn about their local community and how it relates to 
power and privilege on a global stage.

As you discuss your defense of or dissent from these statements, consider –
Which statements did you agree with and disagree with and why?  What have 
you read in other sections of this book that supports your point of view?  How 
might your views of these statements impact your work as a teacher? (pg. 262)



For Discussion

• For this activity, use either “will” or “will not” to complete the statements that articulate 

beliefs about instruction in rural classrooms.

1. I will/will not use trauma-informed practices because…

2. I will/will not implement a critical pedagogy of place because…

3. I will/will not integrate technology in my instruction because…

4. I will/will not seek out evidence to help me decide what and how to teach because…

5. I will/will not practice teaching as inquiry to examine the impact of my instructional practices 

because…

• Share your responses to these questions.  What do they reveal about what you already plan 

to do as a teacher, and what you still need to learn before you fell effective and accomplished as 

a rural educator?  (pg. 263)



For Discussion

For this exercise, we want you to make a grocery list of what you hope to obtain and gain from 

your effort in building meaningful relationships.  We have organized your list in five parts:

1. Relationships with students

2. Relationships with colleagues

3. Relationships with families

4. Relationships with community members

5. Relationships with professional networks

• Hopefully, your list shows that in your role as teacher, you have a network.  As a teacher you 

are part of an interconnected web of allies and advocates who support you in your work and 

help achieve your goals.  As you share your list with colleagues or classmates, what new ideas 

and supports come to mind? (pg. 264)



Write a Philosophy Statement

• Describes what you believe are the one or two most essential 
qualities needed for rural learners

• Describes how you will foster these qualities as a rural 
teacher

• Discuss how your purpose is particularly important for rural 
classrooms



Teaching in Rural Places Conclusion

“We invite teachers to engage in the 
important work of remembering what is 
strong about rural communities, restoring that 
which benefits rural people and place, 
conserving qualities of rural communities that 
should be protected, changing that which 
oppresses or divides us, and creating
innovative ways to help rural communities 
thrive.” (Pg. xi)



Night Rider’s Lament

Why do they ride for their money

Tell me why do they rope for short pay

They ain't gettin' nowhere

And they're losin' their share

Boy, they must've gone crazy out there

Son, they all must be crazy out there

Michael Burton


